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PROTECTION OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS 
 

 
Reading from Genesis (28:10-17) 
 
 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.  And he lighted up 
upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of 
the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and laid down in that place to sleep.  
And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.  And, behold, the 
Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 
Isaac: the land whereon thy liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall 
be as the dust of the earth, and thou shall spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to 
the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of.  And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely 
the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.  And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is 
this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.   
 
Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel (43:27-44:4) 
 
 And it shall be, that upon the eighth day, and so forward, the priests shall make 
your burnt offerings upon the altar, and your peace offerings; and I will accept you, saith 
the Lord God.  Then He brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary 
which looketh toward the east; and it was shut.  Then said the Lord unto me, This gate 
shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it; because the Lord, the 
God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.  It is for the prince; the 
prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; he shall enter by the way of the 
porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.  Then brought He me the way 
of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled 
the house of the Lord.   
 
Reading from Proverbs (9:1-11) 
 
 Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars: she hath 
killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table.  She hath 
sent forth her maidens: she crieth upon the highest places of the city, Whoso is simple, let 
him turn in hither: as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him, Come, eat of 
my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.  Forsake the foolish, and live; and 
go in the way of understanding.  He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: 
and he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.  Reprove not a scorner, lest he 
hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.  Give instruction to a wise man, and 
he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.  The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.  For by 
me thy days shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased. 
 

Readings taken from The Festal Menaion by  
          Mother Mary and Archimandrite Kallistos Ware 
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